
The Hauntings of Alex Street

This History Alive tour takes a walk into the
incredible life and times of Alex Street. Former
sheriff, mayor and a founder of Tucumcari,  
Street made a name for himself as one of the
“Nerviest of Investigators” of his time. From
outlaw stakeouts on the old frontier territorial
cattle trails, to an undercover federal agent in
the legendary Oklahoma Osage murders and
senior investigator in the brutal slaying of
student Henrietta Schmerler on the White
Mountain Apache Reservation in Arizona, among
many others, Street made his mark as an
unconventional lawman of the West, comparable
to the likes of Bat Masterson and Wyatt Earp. 

History Alive Tour
“Street had the reputation of

being able to look a man

straight in the face and make

him cough up his past. “

 – Jack Potter

State Representative Union County, 

Trail Boss and 

Old West Storyteller

Oct. 13, 14 and 20, 2023 at 6pm

Sheriff Street in his office in the first jail and courthouse in Tucumcari and Alex and Lula Street from “A History of New
Mexico: a Mark of Time” by Mary Grooms Clark



Alex Street was born in Ripley, Mississippi in 1869. 
Not long after his mother’s death, at the age of 14,

he set out on his own. By 1882, he had made his
way to what was known then as “The Indian

Territory” in Oklahoma. Many stories note that he
lived among the Indians, learning their language

and their way of life.  Little did he probably realize,
his early experiences as a young lawman in the

Indian Territory would serve him well in the future.

Alex Street Home in Tucumcari, NM
Built around 1907, the Street home was

located on the northwest corner of Main and

Rock Island Streets. It was destroyed by fire

on May 13, 2020. For additional photos, see

Tucumcari and Quay County Then and Now

Facebook photo albums.

Alex Street Funeral, Tucumcari, NM
His funeral procession was led by a detail of

federal department of justice operatives from the

El Paso office and a detail of New Mexico state

police officers. Known as the “Father of

Tucumcari”, Street was laid to rest in Sunnyside

(now known as Tucumcari) cemetery in August

1937. (Photo: Ron Taylor post from Tucumcari and

Quay County Then and Now Facebook Group)

Alex Street in the Tucumcari Roundup 1916
(Photo: Tucumcari and Quay County Then and Now
Facebook Group)

“Mr. Street was a grand man, an
excellent citizen whose passing is
a sorrowful one for New Mexico.” 

Governor Tingley, 1937

For information on this and other walks, visit the Tucumcari MainStreet website: https://www.tucumcarimainstreet.org/walks


